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said: * Tipu destroyed tanks everywhere; he never built
one/

The visitor will hardly fail to notice that, while Tipu
characteristically erected his vain-glorious monument at
the very beginning of a work he never carried out, the
Mysore Government put up no such boastful memento
even at the finish. What they have put up is a statue, not
to Mysore even, but to the river goddess, Kaveri.

This may be seen in a niche, on the great western
wall of the dam, facing the rising sun. The image is
carved in the prescribed 'feminine' black stone, absolutely
flawless, of perfect weight and sound, which comes from
Heggadadevankote. It is the work of Siddalinga Svami,
a hereditary sculptor, whose studio in Anikatti Road, not
far from the Elephant Lines, Mysore, is well worth a
visit. He was paid Rs. 1,000 for this statue, which is
about five and a half feet high and represents Sri Kaveri
with four hands. Two hold an amrita kalasa (or sacred
vessel) in which grows a sffma plant; the upper left
hand holds a lotus, and the right a jappa malike (or
rosary).

' The idea of utilizing the waste power, generated by the
Sivasamudram Falls, had/ says Sir Evan Maconochie,
'long appealed to the speculative. But it took the
practical knowledge and the persuasive tongue of General
Joly de Lotbiniere; the imagination to appreciate the
potentialities of the project and the courage to see it
through of one of India's greatest statesmen, Sir Sheshadri
Iyer; and the consistent support of the British Resident,
Colonel Sir Donald Robertson, to turn the dream into
reality.' Lord Curzon, in 1902, set the power in motion. .

From 1902 to 1908 the various anicuts were dammed